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Mft, President, 

I rise with some embarrassment to submit a reso- 
lution which was to have been offered by another* It 
is in the following words : Resolved that the en- 
conragements to persevere in the benevolent enterprise 
in tvhich the American Education Society is engage^ 
are ample, and that the friends of religion should give 
it their united^ vigorous, and continued support, I re- 
gret, Sir, the absence of the gentleman who was to 
have made this motion and to have spoken to the first 
part of the resolution ; but it is from the bottom of 
my heart that I urge it upon the friends of religion 
to give to this benevolent enterprise their united, 
vigorous, and continued support. For full thirty years 
I have regarded the charitable education of pious and 
promising youth for the Gospel ministry at home and 
for missionary labours abroad, as quite the most im- 
portant way in which Christian benevolence can apply 
its funds. Educate them and they will exert an in- 
calculabie influence upon the world even if charity 
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proceeds no further ; without them, or men like them, 
missions must cease, tracts must be silenced, and even 
the Bible cannot be carried to the world. Had I a 
fortune to bestow, (it is my deliberate judgment,) I 
could not select another object so well entitled to re- 
ceive it all. It is doing good* in the most wholesale 
way. Here is a pious youth doomed by poverty to 
plod in one of the mechanic arts. He sheds the gleam 
of a holy example on a small neighbourhood, but with 
a mind uncultivated he can do no more. Raise that 
youth by education to the sacred functions of the Gos- 
pel ministry, and besides exerting a wide and benign 
influence upon society for thirty years, he will be the 
means of converting many souls who but for him 
would have perished. These converts will exercise a 
still greater influence upon the next generation, and 
these a still greater upon the next ; and thus that 
youth whom you rescued from obscurity will exert an 
influence from generation to generation, increasing 
beyond all calculation, to the end of the world. This 
is upon the supposition that he is only an ordinary 
minister. But suppose him a Whitefield, a Brainerd, 
or a Samuel John Mills, and how far beyond the reach 
of finite thought does the good arise. I knew that last 
named youth. I knew him from a child till he ascend- 
ed to glory. The meadows in which he and his com- 
panions prayed into existence the embryo of American 
missions, lie spread out before my door. Often have 
I traced them with unspeakable interest and felt that I 
was treading on holy ground. ^* You and I," said he 



to a companioiiy " are little men, but before we die ©uf 
influence must be felt on the other side of the world-" 
It was felt through the earth ; it will be felt by un- 
numbered millions when the last shock shall crumble 
this earth to atoms. And what if your charity should 
raise up another Samuel John Mills ? 

Let a man create a fund which shall constantly sup- 
port one pious youth, and to what an amazing degree 
will his influence be felt on earth in a single century. 
Now cast your eyes forward a thousand ages. Let 
me come at that blessed group, — that nation of happy 
spirits, who have been studying the ways by which 
God led them to glory, and looking down upon their 
wretched companions in hell, and stretching their eyes 
forward to ages of interminable and increasing blessed- 
ness. " We have seen," say they, " that our escape 
from that infinite misery and our arrival at this un- 
bounded good, are to be traced to the charity of the 
blessed man who founded that scholarship. There 
stands our .benefactor, whom, next to God and the Re- 
deemer, all our millions hail." What now are the sen- 
sations of that blessed man ? Would the wealth of the 
Indies squandered upon his pleasures have produced 
transports like these ? 

If such are the consequences of founding a single 
s[cholarship, how far beyond all expression is the 
amount of good done for our world by a Phillips, an 
Abbot, and a Norris. What wonderful changes will 
they have made on earth in the course of a thousand 
years. What amazing impressions will they make on 
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the universe through eternal ages. What an infinite 
privilege it was to possess a fortune which could raise 
a man to such a godlike influence ; an influence ex- 
alted as heaven, extensive as the universe, and pro- 
longed as eternity. By what other means can a man 
ever hope to ascend so high ? What is genius ? what is 
fame ? what is a world of pious plodding to this ? I 
wish now I had the mines of Potosi. Who that has 
wealth will miss the opportunity of rising up so near 
the throne of God ? This is the very price in his 
hands, and this the very time in his existence, and the 
only time, to rise and swell into a beneficence higher 
probably and more expanded than that of Gabriel. 
What is a fortune squandered upon pleasure or upon 
worthless heirs, compared with this ? Give me the 
sublime influence of a Norris, an Abbot, or a Phillips, 
and I will look down and pity the littleness of kings. 

There is another name which, I bless God, the im- 
munities of the tomb have not yet allowed me to men- 
tion, but to which, from its connexion with this socie- 
ty, I may be permitted to allude ; a name which will 
be dear to the Church as l9ng as memory and grati- 
tude shall remain, and which I pray God may live 
among the higher orders of the redeemed forever ; the 
name of one who by his princely donations for this ob- 
ject, it is but a small thing to say, has done incalcula- 
bly more for the happiness of the human race than all 
the crowned heads of Europe. May his sorrows be 
assuaged and his loneliness relieved by the presence of 
Him whose Church he has so essentially served. 
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I call upon the Christian public to give this godlike 
enterprise their united support. Without union 
nothing great can be accomplished ; with it every 
thing but impossibilities. A few benevolent minds 
may mourn over the ruins of their race and struggle 
hard against the miseries of a world, but it is like 
lading out the ocean with a shell ; a united effort 
would presently drain the world of waters and leave 
the channels dry. What wonders could united Ame- 
rica accomplish. Reckoning our population only at 
ten millions, if every individual in the United States 
would give but one cent a year, it would raise an annual 
fund of a hundred thousand dollars ; which, assigning 
a hundred dollars a year to each beneficiary, would 
effectually aid a thousand youth in different stages of 
their education; and allowing them to be kept at 
study full nine years, would pour upon the Church more 
than a hundred well educated ministers a year. As- 
cend some lofty mountain and survey the wide spread 
wastes of our country ; see thousands and millions 
perishing for want of Gospel ordinances; and then 
tell to listening angels that one cent apiece annually 
bestowed would produce more than a hundred well 
educated ministers a year; and how would such a 
report sound in heaven ? To angels who have tried the 
worth of-salvation, who know how soon all the wealth 
of the world will sink in the general conflagration, and 
whose souls are attuned to love and tenderness, how 
nuist it seem to see hard-^hearted millicms in our land, 
and tens ofmillions in the Christian world, wha will not 



give a cent a year to save myriads of their brethre& 
from eternal wo. Well, let them hug their pelf. Let 
them bury themselves in their own little concerns, and 
renounce their part in God, and sink to hell with the 
wretched beings whom they refused to save : we will 
do the more for their neglects. We will do all we 
can, and reach a higher throne. Much must indeed 
be left undone : for that they must account : but we 
will strain every nerve and pluck the last brand from 
the burning within our reach. Let all who love and 
fear the Lord unite. 

I am happy, Sir, to perceive that the principles of 
this society are liberal enough to admit a co-operation 
of all denominations who hold the Head. In this I 
most heartily rejoice. I hail the day that breaks down 
the bars of bigotry and unites in harmonious action 
the members of Christ. There has been a world of 
selfishness in our divisions. We may still, on proper 
occasions, support our peculiar sentiments by manly 
and temperate argument ; but the more we are de- 
livered from selfishness, the more sincerely we can 
love and co-operate with the members of Christ who 
differ from us. 

I cordially rejoice in the progress which our Epis- 
copal, Baptist, and Methodist brethren are making in 
the education of men for the sacred office. Well edu- 
cated ministers will certainly do more good than novi- 
ces, (if of a character and creed to do any,) and will 
put an end to that ruinous disorder which is connected 
with ignorance. The more we are enlightened by 
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science and theology, the more candidly we shall ex- 
amine each other's sentiments, and see at what pcmits 
our differences are chiefly verbal and to be cured by 
kind and skilful explanaticms : and the consequence 
will be that we shall get nearer together. Never per- 
haps shall we see all alike in this world. Perhaps it 
is not even desirable. Our remaining differences will 
give us an opportunity to exercise forbearance and 
charity towards each other, and thus call forth the 
most generous and magnanimous feelings of the Chris- 
tian spirit. 

What growl is that I hear from the distant hedges ? 
Who is it that snarls and gnashes so furiously at the 
project of furnishing the world with ministers and send- 
ing them to the heathen ? Is he a universalist, who 
sincerely thinks he has bottomed his faith upon the 
Bible ? He would have you think this. But if he be- 
lieved the Bible he would not thus rave kt seeing it 
carried to the heathen, even by those who differ from 
him in some respects. He would see it calculated to 
do the heathen infinite good even if they ^ould mis- 
take the extent of its promises. No, he is an infidel, 
and fights under false colours. With all his fears and 
tremblings about Christian hypocrisy and the decep- 
tions of priestcraft, he is himself a hypocrite and a de- 
ceiver, and knows himself to be such. With all his 
pity for our poverty of spirit, he is himself a coward, 
and dares not appear in his own proper character. He 
professes an attachment to a religion which he hates, 
2 
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tnAy to ^stroy it^ aad Judas Kke betrays his Mttler 
with a kiss. Let those who rave and gnash their teeflh 
at the edncaticm df ministers and at missions to the 
heathen, come ont like men, and write in broad and 
burnished chsuracters upon their foreheads, infidel,-^ 

THE DETERMINED ENEMY OF ChR I STf—RE SOLVED 
NEVER TO REST TILL HE HAS DRIVEN THE HATED Na-* 
ISARENE FROM THE EARTH. 

Let him beware. This world belongs to Christ. It 
was created by him and for him, and he has purchas* 
ed it since and overpaid the price in his blood. It hai 
been made over to him by covenant, and Jiis charter 
covers it all. It is preserved and governed for no other 
end then to be the seat of his kingdom. It is aU hii 
own, and no other being has a ri^t to erect an inte- 
rest on this ground. His kingdom constitutes the 
grand interest of the world, and it will prevail and 
swallow up all other interests. It will advanee like a 
rolling world and crush every thing that rises ^o o|k 
pose it. Its glorious Head will extend ^ M^eptre 
over the thrones of Europe and the temples ^f Asia. 
He will march through prostrate nations and lay a sub- 
jugated world at his feet. Superstition and ignoranee, 
pride and passion, bloodshed and misery will yieU 
before him. All that pollutes and all that aflSicts hxjh 
manity shall die on the point of his sword, and he shall 
«sit down upon his throne the gmnd pacificator "aueid re- 
storer of a world. 

Had I a voice that could reach the ffiost distamt 
haunts of unbelief, I would say to those infatuated men 
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who vilify the making and sending forth of ministers, 
Drop those weapons, fatal only to yourselves and to 
the few that follow you, and come and join us. Be- 
fore the door of mercy is forever closed, — while yet 
the last invitation of love lingers upon your ear, come, 
— I beseech you, come, and let all hands at last be 
united in this noblest effort of Christian benevolence. 

I call upon the friends of religion to give this god- 
like enterprise their vigorous support. The greatness 
of the work requires not only union but energy. For 
to say nothing of the necessities of other nations,— of 
seven hundred millions of immortal beings who stand 
in perishing need of spiritual teachers, let us look at 
the wants of our own country. Such is the rapid in- 
crease of our population that the supply of ministers 
in the ordinary way falls altogether short of the de- 
mand, and a great proportion of our countrymen must 
grow up heathen or fall a prey to ignorant pretenders, 
uidess the strong arm of charity interposes. And who 
that considers the need of knowledge and virtue for 
the support of a republican government ; who that re- 
flects that a majority of the inhabitants of the union, 
(and of course those who are to control the destinies 
of our country, and to decide the grand experiment 
which is going on here in the presence of all the na- 
tions,) must, but for the efforts of charity, grow up 
.without the Gospel, and of course ignorant and un- 
principled and profligate; who that considers these 
things does not see the need of a vigorous union of all 
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hearts and hands to save our beloved country ? — to 
preserve this last, best hope of the political world ? 
" But there is another more cheering view which the 
patriot can take of these exertions in connexion with 
the dther advantages of our country. In no time or 
place in the annals of the world was there such an op- 
portunity for the intellect of a nation to expand and 
swell itself into its sublimest form, as in our own coun- 
try and age. Here is no peasantry fastened to po- 
verty and ignorance by the law of entails, and crushed 
into a servile spirit under the weight of lordly nobility. 
The road to wealth and honour is open to all. And as 
iatwined with the very existence of our republican in- 
stitutions, the blessing of education is extended to the 
mass of the people. We are disenthralled from a mul- 
titude of prejudices and customs and institutions which 
have bound down the peasantry of the eastern conti- 
nent to the earth. If the means of education keep 
pace with our increasing population, the American 
mind, in the natural course of things, cannot fail to 
rise up to an elevation and vigour which nothing on 
earth has ever equalled. And this rising constellation 
is watched by a million of eyes looking out of Europe 
and Asia, and is hailed with intense and increasing in- 
terest by the most enlightened and patriotic among the 
nations. We stand in a boundless amphitheatre, st 
mighty and wonder-moving spectacle for a world to 
gaze at. But not content with the natural progress of 
things under the action of all these causes, we-hav« 
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entered on a system, (emphatically AmericabO of rids- 
ing up hundreds and thousands of geniuses^ fastened t6 
obscurity by the circumstances of their birth, to the 
dignity of a liberal education, and not only to swell 
the ranks of the learned, but to spend their life in dif- 
fusing the most salutary knowledge and the purest 
virtue and religion among the mass of the people* 
While in Europe those who are crushed by poverty 
cannot rise, but must forever lie in obscurity, this sys- 
tem of gratuitous education is going to raise to the ve- 
ry top of society multitudes of the finest intellects to 
enrich the world of mind in the west, which otherwise 
would have been lost to their country and to mankind. 

" Full many a gem of purest ray serene 

The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean bear -, 
Full many a flowV is born to blush unseen 
And waste its sweetness on the desert air.'^ 



Are you a patriot then ? let your country's glory and 
happiness rouse you to this benignant work. Are you 
a friend of humanity ? I call upon you in the name of 
seven hundred millions of people who must live in 
heaven or hell to eternity, and who are perishing for 
lack of knowledge. Are you a Christian ? I beseech 
you by the love of Christ to aid in helping him to his 
kingdom. By the compassions which Christ has 
shown to you, show ye pity to a world lying in wick- 
ednesSf 
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I t9i\ yifotk the Christian puUic to give this godlike 
enterprise their continued support. And I do it the 
rather because I know that in every disinterested un- 
^ertaking) after the excitement of novelty is past, men 
tf e apt to grow weary of well doing. This indeed is 
the grand danger to be guarded against. Sir, there is 
a loud call for persevermg efforts. The work is great 
and will continue so for a great many yesurs to come. 
With b31 the union and energy which we can com- 
mand, we shall still make but a small impression on 
the mighty waste. We may labour till we die and 
the work will still grow upon our hands. All will not 
tnke. Hundreds and thousands of nominal Christians 
will still refuse to give a cent a year to save a world 
from death. And even could we fully supply the pre- 
sent wants of the world, the ministers whom we pre- 
pare will die, and the whole work must be done over 
again for the next genemtion, and that generation, too, 
vastly increased, and demanding a proportionate in- 
crease of teachers. For a long course of years every 
Christian will have as much on his hands as he can 
do, and will be grieved to see a hundred times a» 
much left undone. And should the time ever come 
when enough to supply the whole world in each gene- 
ration shall offer themselves for the sacred ofiice with 
funds to educate themselves, that time is not likely to 
arrive till the high noon of the millennium. Till then 
every Christian must lay his account to exhaust tha 
}ast mite of his strength in this heavenly work. 
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Nor is this too much to ask- If God will establish 
a method of grace in our world for the salration of us 
and our parents and children, surely we may well af- 
ford to educate the men who are to administer this 
grace to us. If the Son of God^ though rich, for our 
sake became poor, that we through his poverty might 
be rich, surely we ought not to think it much to be- 
stow a part of our abundant wealth on his beloved 
Church, If he could part with his blood and life for 
our salvation, shall we think it much to give our pal- 
try pelf for the salvation of his members ? And con- 
aider that every cent we call our own came from his 
hands, — came marked with the price of blood, Aad 
shall we withhold from him what he purchased for us 
by his blood and freely bestowed ? For what did he 
give it to us to demand it again ? What but to try us 
by an experiment the most decisive ? And if under 
these solemn circumstances we will not return to him 
the blood-marked coin, what an awful exhibition it 
will be of ingratitude, idolatry, and rebellion. Show 
me the tribute money. Whose is this blood and su- 
perscription ? A voice from heaven answers, Ckrisfs* 
I charge you then by the living God, Render unti> 
Christ the things that are Chrisfs. 
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